May 12 at Dalhousie University, COLLABORATIVE HEALTH EDUCATION
BUILDING (CHEB), 5793 University Avenue
8:30 am

Coffee

9:00 am

Welcome (Peter Mushkat, Dalhousie & Don Jardine, NSCC)

9:10 am

Welcome by the Directors: College of Sustainability & Environmental Science

9:20 am

Welcome by Stephen Bocking, Co-Chair, CCUEN

9:30 am

Environment and Sustainability Studies in Post-Secondary Education:
Reflections on the past, present, and future
Tarah Wright, Dalhousie, Environmental Science; Marja deJong Westman, Capilano; Trish
O’Connor, Fleming

10:30 am

Nutrition Break

10:45 am

Session One: Sustainability Leadership Certificate
Andrew Bergel, Dalhousie, College of Sustainability; Alexander Ripley, Dalhousie
Session Two: Communicating Science
Megan Nourse, Managing Editor, Alternatives Journal +; Megan Leslie, WWF; Charlotte
Armstrong, Strategist: Science, Education, and Communications, Alternatives Journal+;
Stephen Bocking, Trent; Debra Ross, College of Sustainability, Dalhousie

12:00 pm

Lunch

01:15 pm

Interpreting Interdisciplinarity: the Case of Environmental Studies
Ingrid Stefanovic, Simon Fraser University

01:45 pm

Session One: Teaching for Student Learning
Ann-Marie Ryan; Dalhousie, Centre for Learning and Teaching
Session Two: Climate Action Planning
Catherine Abreu, Ecology Action Centre; Meinhard Doelle, Dalhousie, Schulich School of Law;
Kiki Wood, Canadian Youth Climate Coalition
Session Three: Environment and the Campus as a Living Laboratory/Greening the Campus
Tarah Wright; Dalhousie, Environmental Science; Rochelle Owen, Dalhousie Office of
Sustainability; Stephen Bocking,Trent

03:00 pm

Nutrition Break

03:15 pm

Keynote Speaker
Julian Keniry, National Wildlife Federation

04:30 pm

CCUEN AGM

06:00 pm

Reception at Steele Oceans Science Building

07:00 pm

Dinner at Sherriff Hall

May 13 at NSCC, Waterfront Campus, 80 Mawiomi Place, Dartmouth
8:30 am

Coffee

9:00 am

Welcome by Dean Lucy Kanary and Paul Little, Principal, Waterfront Campus

9:10am

Welcome by Linda Skilton, Co-Chair CCUEN

9:20 am

STARS Certifications
Don Jardine, NSCC; Rochelle Owen, Dalhousie, Office of Sustainability; John
Wood, The King’s University

10:30 am

Nutrition Break

10:45 am

Session One: Renewable Energy – Nova Scotia’s Imperative
Alain Joseph, NSCC
Session Two: Coastline Mapping Technologies and their Application to
Environmental Programming
Kate Collins, NSCC

12:00 pm

Lunch

01:15 pm

ECO Update
Michael Kerford, ECO

02:00 pm

Speakers Forum/What’s Happening – Filling in the gaps with brief
statements/Q&A on specific topics
Linda Skilton & Stephen Bocking, Co-Chairs CCUEN

03:30 pm

Wrap-up & Closing Remarks

Environment and Sustainability Studies in Post-Secondary Education:
Reflections on the past, present, and future
Tarah Wright, Dalhousie, Environmental Science
Tarah Wright, associate professor in the Faculty of Science, teaches classes
in the Environmental Sciences program. But don’t think for a minute that’s
the beginning and end of her research interests.
Dr. Wright is also cross-appointed in International Development Studies
(IDS), the School of Planning, the School for Resource and Environmental
Studies, and the College of Sustainability. Such a range of appointments
and interests goes hand in hand with her view that “We’ve fragmented and
sectoralized ourselves and our thinking on the environment,” and that it’s
important to adopt a more holistic way of looking at solving environmental
problems.
Currently, Dr. Wright is heading a pan-Canadian study “looking at university
leaders’ understandings of sustainability and the role universities can play
in building a sustainable future. We’re interviewing about 260 people from
four cohorts: university presidents, facilities management directors, leaders
of student unions, and leaders of faculty associations.
Marja deJong Westman, Capilano
Marja de Jong Westman, instructor and coordinator in the Faculty of
Biology. Marja’s passion for the natural world is an inherent part of her
character. After graduating from UBC, this passion found a home for 10
years in her work at the Vancouver Aquarium. She is presently an instructor
and the coordinator of the Department of Biology at Capilano University.
Outside the classroom, Marja has been active in the world of environmental
stewardship, founding the North Shore's most respected environmental
stewardship group, The Lighthouse Park Preservation Society, and working
as the Conservation and Education Committee Chair for the Valdes Island
Conservancy.
Ms. Westman has been recognized with a Heritage Award from the West
Vancouver Municipality, and also with the Frank Sanford award for
outstanding community achievement bestowed by the Vancouver Natural
History Society. Marja feels her Cree roots speak the loudest within
her. When she is not teaching she is in the field, bird watching, searching
for rare plants and travelling to biological hotspots gathering stories to bring
back to the classroom and her students.

Trish O’Connor, Fleming
Trish O’Connor is currently the Lead for the Office of Sustainability and a
Special Projects Leader at Fleming College and has worked for the college for
several years in a variety of leadership positions. Trish is an environmental
planner by profession and has worked in adult education, training, change
management and continuous improvement for the past 25 years in the public
sector. Prior to joining Fleming College, Trish worked in environmental
planning and policy development with the Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources and the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing. Trish holds
Bachelor degrees in Environmental and Resource Studies, Economics and
Education, and a Masters Degree in Adult Education with a focus on
Community Development and Education for Sustainability.

Session One: Sustainability Leadership Certificate
Andrew Bergel, Dalhousie, College of Sustainability
Andrew Bergel is a PhD Candidate in Dalhousie’s Department of Political
Science, a Doctoral Fellow at the European Union Centre for Excellence, a
Killiam Scholar, and an Instructor at the Dalhousie’s College of Sustainability,
where he is also the academic lead for the RBC Sustainability Leadership
Certificate. Andrew also has a professional background in international
finance, and his current research is in the interaction between global market
volatility and political decision-making.
Alexander Ripley, Dalhousie
Alexander Ripley recently completed his Masters degree in Political Science at
Dalhousie University. He is passionate about research and education in
matters relating to sustainability and international economic relations.
Previously, Alexander earned a B.A. (Hons.) from Trinity College at the
University of Toronto.

Session Two: Communicating Science
Megan Nourse, Alternatives Journal +
Megan is A\J's managing editor, a lover of journalism, and graduate of the
University of Waterloo's Faculty of Environment.

Megan Leslie, WWF Senior Consultant – National Oceans Governance
Megan is a former Member of Parliament for Halifax, Deputy Leader of the
NDP and Vice Chair of the Standing Committee on Environment and
Sustainable Development.

Charlotte Armstrong, Strategist: Science, Education, and Communications, Alternatives Journal+
Charlotte Armstrong is Alternatives Journal’s Knowledge and Community
Engagement Strategist as well as an active science communicator for the
Laurier Centre for Women in Science, Science Borealis, and local chapters of
Nerd Nite, and The Planetary Society.

Stephen Bocking,Trent
Stephen Bocking is a professor and researcher at Trent University. He has
been a member of the Environmental and Resource Studies Program at
Trent University since 1994, as well as the University of British Columbia,
York University and at the University of Toronto, where he obtained his
education in biology and the history of science. At Trent University, Stephen
teaches a variety of courses in environmental studies, and conducts
research on various aspects of environmental science and politics, both
historically and in contemporary contexts.
Stephen is also the Chair of the Environmental and Resource
Science/Studies Program (ERS), Canada's leading undergraduate
environmental studies program that provides a wide array of study options.
In 2010 the ERS became the first environmental science program in Canada
to be accredited by ECO Canada, and in September 2011 launched Canada's
first BA and BSc degree programs in Sustainable Agriculture and Food
Systems.
Debra Ross, Manager, Outreach & Partnerships, College of Sustainability, Dalhousie
Debra (B.A. University of Ottawa; M.A., Annenberg School of
Communications, USC) most enjoys facilitating collaboration between ESS
students and community organizations, government, and businesses in thirdyear internships and fourth-year Capstone projects.

Interpreting Interdisciplinarity: the Case of Environmental Studies
Ingrid Stefanovic, Simon Fraser University
Ingrid Leman Stefanovic is Dean of the Faculty of Environment at Simon
Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada, and Professor Emeritus, Department
of Philosophy, University of Toronto. She has served as Executive Co-Director
of the International Association for Environmental Philosophy; Senior Scholar
at the Center for Humans and Nature, Chicago and New York; and Academic
Fellow of the Potomac Institute for Policy Studies, Arlington, Virginia. Her
teaching and research center on how values and perceptions affect public
policy, planning and environmental decision making. Recent books include
Safeguarding Our Common Future: Rethinking Sustainable Development and
The Natural City: Re-Envisioning the Built Environment.

Session One: Novel teaching techniques
Ann-Marie Ryan; Dalhousie, Centre for Learning and Teaching
Ann-Marie Ryan, Environmental Programs and Centre for Learning and
Teaching at Dalhousie University. Anne Marie Ryan has been involved in
the development and delivery of numerous and varied workshops and
presentations on teaching and learning over the past 10 years, locally and
internationally. She is an award winning teacher, who is a faculty member
in earth sciences and a Faculty Associate with the Centre for Learning and
Teaching at Dalhousie University. Her teaching involves first year earth
sciences courses and a fourth year course in science leadership, as well
as a second year course, Environmental Issues in Earth Sciences and a
fourth year capstone course, "Environmental Geoscience". In addition to
classroom teaching, she works with undergraduates in research on city
soils, oversees a faculty Community of Teaching Practice (science), and
works with the Centre for Learning and Teaching in a variety of ways, as
the need arises.

Session Two: Climate Action Planning
Catherine Abreu, Ecology Action Centre
As the EAC’s Energy Coordinator, Catherine Aberu advances policies that
enhance Canada’s investments in energy efficiency and renewable
energy while phasing out the use of fossil fuels. She is the former
Coordinator of the Atlantic Canada Sustainable Energy Coalition
(ACSEC).
Catherine is committed to work that confronts climate change head-on,
wielding bold and creative strategies. She thinks a lot about citizenship,
community, and beauty, and does her best to incorporate these values
into each of her endeavours. Most recently, she was proud to join the
official Canadian delegation at the 21st Conference of Parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in Paris,
France.
Meinhard Doelle, Dalhousie, Schulich School of Law
Professor of Law, and Associate Dean, Research, Schulich School of Law,
Dalhousie University, Director, Marine & Environmental Law Institute.
Professor Meinhard Doelle specializes in environmental and energy law,
with a focus on climate change and environmental assessment
processes. He has been involved in the practice of environmental law in
Nova Scotia since 1990 and in that capacity served as drafter of the NS
Environment Act and as policy advisor on the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Act (1992).
Professor Doelle was a non-governmental member of the Canadian
delegation to the UN climate change negotiations; he was a visiting
scholar at the Environmental Law Center of the IUCN in Bonn, Germany.
He co-chaired a strategic environmental assessment on tidal energy in
the Bay of Fundy, served on the Lower Churchill Joint Federal-Provincial
Review Panel, and co-chaired a provincial panel on aquaculture.

Kiki Wood, Canadian Youth Climate Coalition
Kiki is a community organizer working and living in Halifax on unceded
Mi’kmaq territory. She identifies as a white, queer, settler, who is
interested in building resilient communities towards social and
environmental justice. Kiki has been working and volunteering on issues
of social justice since 2007. She now works primarily in climate justice
organizing as the National Director for the Canadian Youth Climate
Coalition - a national grassroots organization that works to connect and
empower youth towards environmental justice. She believes in the
ability of people power to create system change and further a just
transition towards a better future.

Session Three: Environment and the Campus as a Living Laboratory
Tarah Wright; Dalhousie, Environmental Science
Tarah Wright, associate professor in the Faculty of Science, teaches classes
in the Environmental Sciences program. But don’t think for a minute that’s
the beginning and end of her research interests.
Dr. Wright is also cross-appointed in International Development Studies
(IDS), the School of Planning, the School for Resource and Environmental
Studies, and the College of Sustainability. Such a range of appointments
and interests goes hand in hand with her view that “We’ve fragmented and
sectoralized ourselves and our thinking on the environment,” and that it’s
important to adopt a more holistic way of looking at solving environmental
problems.
Currently, Dr. Wright is heading a pan-Canadian study “looking at university
leaders’ understandings of sustainability and the role universities can play
in building a sustainable future. We’re interviewing about 260 people from
four cohorts: university presidents, facilities management directors, leaders
of student unions, and leaders of faculty associations.
Rochelle Owen, Dalhousie Office of Sustainability
Rochelle Owen has worked in the environment and sustainability field for
over 25 years at non-profit, government, and academic institutions. She
currently works as the Director of the Office of Sustainability at Dalhousie
University. Rochelle uses facilitation, community development, program
management, and analytical skills to design programs and involve people in
sustainability issues. Rochelle holds a BSc in community health, a Masters in
Environmental Studies, and is a LEED Green Associate. She writes
sustainability columns for newspapers and magazines.

Stephen Bocking,Trent
Stephen Bocking is a professor and researcher at Trent University. He has
been a member of the Environmental and Resource Studies Program at
Trent University since 1994, as well as the University of British Columbia,
York University and at the University of Toronto, where he obtained his
education in biology and the history of science. At Trent University, Stephen
teaches a variety of courses in environmental studies, and conducts
research on various aspects of environmental science and politics, both
historically and in contemporary contexts.
Stephen is also the Chair of the Environmental and Resource
Science/Studies Program (ERS), Canada's leading undergraduate
environmental studies program that provides a wide array of study options.
In 2010 the ERS became the first environmental science program in Canada
to be accredited by ECO Canada, and in September 2011 launched Canada's
first BA and BSc degree programs in Sustainable Agriculture and Food
Systems.

Keynote Speaker
Julian Keniry, National Wildlife Federation
Julian Keniry, Senior Director, Campus and Community Leadership Headquarters
for the National Wildlife Federation, is passionate about realizing the potential of
US colleges and universities to model sustainability in their curriculum,
management and community relations.
She co-founded the National Wildlife Federation’s Campus Ecology Program
(then Cool it!) in 1989 to further the innovations in higher education necessary to
realize this vision.
In her role at the National Wildlife Federation and as a volunteer serving on
boards and advisory councils, Julian has had the opportunity to develop
recognized programs and publications and to give talks to college and university
audiences all across the US and abroad intended to motivate and inspire towards
a new vision of what education is for.

STARS Certifications
Don Jardine, NSCC
Don Jardine, Academic Chair, Environmental Sustainability and Development,
Nova Scotia Community College has over 24 years of experience as an
educator and learner with Nova Scotia Community College. Don led academic
learning advancements in the design and construction of NSCC’s Centre for
the Built Environment (Waterfront and Akerley Campus sites). Don has led
professional development in interdisciplinary, project-based learning
program delivery and is responsible for leading sustainability literacy within
the School of Trades & Technology. Coupled with the integration of Applied
Research into programming, these are the pillars of NSCC’s “Centre for the
Built Environment” philosophy.
Don is an active member of campus and College sustainability committees,
co-chair of NSCC’s Sustainability Steering Committee, member of AASHE, cochair of NSCC’s STARS institutional accreditation team, member of Electricity
Human Resources Canada’s Renewing Futures Steering Committee, academic
lead of the international project “Energy Efficiency in the Built Environment”,
and designer and facilitator of “Environmental Sustainability” workshop for
CICan’s St. Vincent and the Grenadines/Dominica Youth Skills Development,
Education for Employment project.

Rochelle Owen; Dalhousie, Office of Sustainability
Rochelle Owen has worked in the environment and sustainability field for
over 25 years at non-profit, government, and academic institutions. She
currently works as the Director of the Office of Sustainability at Dalhousie
University. Rochelle uses facilitation, community development, program
management, and analytical skills to design programs and involve people in
sustainability issues. Rochelle holds a BSc in community health, a Masters in
Environmental Studies, and is a LEED Green Associate. She writes
sustainability columns for newspapers and magazines.

John Wood; The King’s University
Dr. John R. Wood, Dean, Faculty of Natural Sciences, The King’s University,
Edmonton. Member of the Board of Directors, CCUEN-RCCU.
Dr. Wood’s research interests lie in urban ecology, campus land use and
attitudes around edible insects. He has studied the behavior of Whitetailed Jackrabbits and their population fluctuations in Edmonton. And he
has published on university campus land use and sustainability practices.
For the last 15 years, together with Dr. Heather Looy, he has explored
how new food adoption practices are changing one aspect of Western
exceptionalism – our cultural blind spot toward food insects.
His recent publications include Imagination, Hospitality, and Affection:
The unique legacy of food insects?; How Then Shall We Eat? Insect-Eating
Attitudes and Sustainable Foodways; and Stewarding the Gift of Land:
Christian campuses as land management models.

Session One: Renewable Energy – Nova Scotia’s Imperative
Alain Joseph, NSCC
Alain Joseph is a Research Scientist with the Applied Energy Research Lab
(AERLab) at the Nova Scotia Community College and an Adjunct Professor
in Dalhousie’s Department of Mechanical Engineering. His doctoral
research focused on modeling sustainable bioenergy using systems analysis
techniques, and he works across a number of energy disciplines. Alain has
helped to establish NSCC’s energy research program through several
NSERC funded projects in areas such as community-focused solar and
energy data analytics research. His current focus is applied research that
integrates energy hardware, software, and data technologies to improve
energy management. Alain enjoys working with college and university
student researchers to move innovations from concept to reality.

Session Two: Coastline Mapping Technologies and their Application to
Environmental Programming
Kate Collins, NSCC
Kate has been a Research Associate at NSCC-AGRG since 2011, and specializes in
coastal applications including bathymetric lidar data, eelgrass distribution,
aquaculture, and hydrodynamic modelling. Ms. Collins has an MSc in Physical
Oceanography from UBC and works with various data types in all stages, from field
acquisition, to processing and analysis, modelling, visual representation, final report
preparation and publication of results.

ECO Update
Michael Kerford, ECO
Michael Kerford, President and CEO of Eco Canada, is responsible for
project and business development and provides strategic vision and
leadership. His experience in strategic planning, human resource
management, and product development has had a wide-reaching impact
on the environmental sector in Canada.
Under Michael’s vision, ECO Canada has developed a certification system
to recognize the specific competencies of environmental professionals,
Canada’s largest online environmental job board, and the first national
salary survey for the industry.

Speakers Forum/What’s Happening – Filling in the gaps with brief
statements/Q&A on specific topics
Linda Skilton, Fleming
As Principal of the Frost Campus, Fleming College and Dean of the School
of Environmental and Natural Resource Sciences, Linda Skilton plays a
lead role in planning, development, marketing, delivery, maintenance and
the on-going review and evaluation of courses and programs, as well as
campus infrastructure including land management and facilities
construction and renewal. In addition, she has broad accountability for
ensuring that campus services are aligned with the campus directions.
Prior to assuming the leadership role at the Frost Campus, Dr. Skilton led
Fleming’s School of Law and Justice at the College’s main campus in
Peterborough from 1999 to 2005. Linda began her career at Fleming
College as a Professor in the Customs Administration program and took on
a number of roles including program coordinator, student advisor and
college council faculty representative. Dr. Skilton is a graduate of Brock
University where she earned a Bachelor of Arts in English Literature and
Bachelor of Education. She completed her Master of Arts in Education in
1992 from Central Michigan University and completed her Ph.D. in higher
education from OISE at University of Toronto in 2013.
Stephen Bocking,Trent
Stephen Bocking is a professor and researcher at Trent University. He has
been a member of the Environmental and Resource Studies Program at
Trent University since 1994, as well as the University of British Columbia,
York University and at the University of Toronto, where he obtained his
education in biology and the history of science. At Trent University,
Stephen teaches a variety of courses in environmental studies, and
conducts research on various aspects of environmental science and
politics, both historically and in contemporary contexts.
Stephen is also the Chair of the Environmental and Resource
Science/Studies Program (ERS), Canada's leading undergraduate
environmental studies program that provides a wide array of study
options. In 2010 the ERS became the first environmental science program
in Canada to be accredited by ECO Canada, and in September 2011
launched Canada's first BA and BSc degree programs in Sustainable
Agriculture and Food Systems.

